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THE OPENING OF CONVENTION 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP           Come and let us worship God 
Cranmer Muhabura arr. John Bell 

 

Come and let us worship God, 
turn to serve the living Lord, 
move from where we are misled, 
do as ancient prophets said. 
 

Refrain 
Oh, our ever loving God, 
we, the creatures of your Word, 
come to make our home in you, 
knowing that your Word is true. 
Sing! A New Creation 
 

Though our culture goes astray, 
keen to find an easier way, 
let our eyes be on God’s care 
evident and everywhere. 
 

Let us hear our Maker’s voice, 
and let Christ inform each choice. 
Sister, brother, women, men: 
let us turn to God again. 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT 
 

Bishop + O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
People And your glory all the day long. 
Presider There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God's call to us; 
Presider One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all. 
 

Bishop Let us pray 
 God, you graft us on to Christ, the true vine, and, with tireless care, 
you nurture our growth in knowledge and reverence. Tend the 

vineyard of your Church, that in Christ each branch may bring forth to 
the glory of your name abundant fruit of faith and love. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

O 
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A WORD OF SCRIPTURE           John 15:1-8 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples. 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE RESPONSE                In Nomine Dei 
Thomas H. Troeger 

 

I 
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THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
 

Bishop Dear friends, I call upon you to renew the solemn promises and vows of 
Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and 
promised to serve God faithfully in his holy catholic Church. 

 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended to the dead.  On the third day He rose again.  He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
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Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECTS 
 

Bishop Loving Creator, we ask for wholeness for ourselves and for your church. 
Do not allow fear, ignorance or pride to limit the actions of your Spirit, 
nor allow mere custom to prevent the divine creativity within us from 
bearing fruit. We ask insight to understand the needs of people today, 
that we might grasp the complexity of the situations that face us and the 
absolute simplicity of human need: the poor have a right to hear the 
gospel, the hungry a right to food, the oppressed a right to freedom. 
Enable us to be women and men enthusiastic for your ministry, 
contagious in our love and eager to be among your people as ones who 
serve. We ask this through Jesus Christ, who came as brother and servant 
to all.   

People Amen. 
The Rev. Dr Sam Wells 

Bishop God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the coronavirus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us. Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer.  

People Amen. 
 

People O God, by your grace you have called us in the Diocese of Long Island 
to a holy fellowship of faith: Bless our Bishop, Lawrence, Geralyn the 
Assistant Bishop, William and Daniel the Assisting Bishops, our clergy, 
and all our people. Grant that your Word may be truly preached and 
truly heard, your Sacraments faithfully administered and faithfully 
received. By your Spirit, fashion our lives according to the example of 
your Son, and grant that we may show the power of your love to all 
among whom we live; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Bishop As we turn to the tasks before us this day. 
People Fill us, gracious Lord. 
Bishop In making faithful decisions, great and small, 
People Guide us, gracious Lord. 
Bishop As we seek to notice and serve those in need, 
People Teach us, gracious Lord. 
Bishop As we offer our lives to you, 
People Hear us, gracious Lord. 
Bishop With hearts ready to serve, 
People  Accompany us, gracious Lord. 
Bishop God’s power, working in us, 
People Can do more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN             Sweet, Sweet Spirit 
 Doris Akers 
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THE SENDING PRAYER 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION                
 

Bishop Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
People And enkindle in us the fire of your love. 
Bishop Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
People And you shall renew the face of the earth. 
Bishop Fill us this day with your love. 
People And we shall be living words of praise. 
 

Bishop God of majesty and glory, open for us the fountain of living waters 
promised to the faithful, that the outpouring of the Spirit may reveal 
Christ's glory and enlighten all who wait in hope for the glorious day of 
redemption. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the 
life, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
   

THE LESSON               Ephesians 3:15-21 
 

Lector A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians 
 

 pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I 
pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to 
him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

THE LITANY FOR THE CHURCH 
 

Litanist For the Church, its leaders, and its pastors and for all the people of God, 
especially the leadership of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, that we 
will be eager to preach the Good News to the ends of the world, we pray 
to the Lord 

I 
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Litanist That God will send God’s Spirit upon bishops, priests, writers, and 

teachers making them announce the Gospel boldly and faithfully, we pray 
to the Lord. 

People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That the wonders of God's deeds, and the splendors of God's works may 

be praised in every language and by every tongue, we pray to the Lord. 
People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That all who have been called to live the Good News of Christ may have 

the courage to follow him in the path of service and self-sacrifice, we pray 
to the Lord. 

People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist For the president and all civil leaders, that God's plan for the unity of all 

people be present in their work and concern for the common good, we 
pray to the Lord. 

People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island will continue to hear God's 

word more clearly, understand it more deeply, and have the courage to 
carry it out, we pray to the Lord. 

People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That the Spirit will be in our hearts and its power in our hands, to 

transform our parishes into communities of love, which by word and deed 
will proclaim God's love to all the world, we pray to the Lord. 

People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That we will be a community, which gives peace to the restless, the 

anxious, and the despondent, we pray to the Lord. 
People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That we will be a Church with vision enough to bring courage to the 

fearful and hope to the cynical, we pray to the Lord. 
People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That we will learn to be at peace among ourselves despite any differences, 

making us a sign of hope to the world, we pray to the Lord. 
People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That we, like the early Christian community will join in continuous 

prayer and the sharing of our goods, we pray to the Lord. 
People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Litanist That we may discover in the breaking of bread the joy of Christ's 
presence, and share that joy with others, we pray to the Lord. 

People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist: That the power of God's love may consume us, so that we may exercise 

our ministry of reconciliation with courage, we pray to the Lord. 
People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
Litanist That the eyes of our hearts might be opened not only to the hope and 

promise of God's power, but also to the needs and dreams of all those 
around us, we pray to the Lord. 

People Send your Spirit Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

Bishop Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to 
yourself: We praise and bless you for those whom you have sent in the 
power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. We thank you that 
in all parts of the earth a community of love has been gathered together 
by their prayers and labors, and that in every place your servants call 
upon your Name; for the kingdom and the power and the glory are yours 
for ever. 

People Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

Bishop May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half truths, and 
superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart. 

People Amen. 
 

Bishop May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation 
of people, so that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

People Amen. 
 

Bishop  May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, 
rejection, starvation, and war, so that you may reach out your hand to 
comfort them and to turn their pain into joy. 

People Amen. 
 

Bishop  May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can 
make a difference in this world, so that you can do what others claim 
cannot be done. 

People Amen. 
 

Bishop  The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever. 

People Amen. 



 9 

THE FINAL HYMN        Faithfulness - William M Runyan 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


